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January 14, 2007
This letter is in regards to the Canadian Mission in Afghanistan.  The contents of this letter were endorsed by 310 Afghan Canadian women from across Canada who gathered in Toronto from January 12-14, 2007 for a national conference, entitled “Increasing Civic Participation Among Afghan-Canadian Women, organized by the Afghan Women’s Organization. 
We are thankful for the role that Canada is playing in securing and rebuilding our 
war torn country of origin.  Like our compatriots in Afghanistan
, we believe that the international community plays an important role in ensuring peace and security for the Afghan people, and by doing so, the region and the world.  
We are concerned, however, that the current debate about Canada’s mission in Afghanistan oversimplifies and politicizes the very complex conflict and humanitarian crisis in our country.  We do not believe that the choices for Canadian policy should be limited to either maintaining the current military mission or withdrawing altogether.  As stated above, we strongly believe that Canada’s military presence is essential, but we also believe that Canada and its international partners have not been effective in bringing security and stability to the Afghan people because of the current focus and strategy of their mission.

In order to bring real and sustainable peace and security to Afghanistan we urge the government of Canada, in coordination with its NATO/ISAF partners to:
· Ensure that military operations go hand-in-hand with:

· civilian protection; 

· supporting good governance and the rule of law; and

· promoting reconstruction and developmental programs. 
· Commit sufficient resources and troops to bring about effective security and stability for the Afghan people. 
· Focus on eliminating external causes that fuel violence and terrorist activities inside Afghanistan.
· Confront all actors responsible for insecurity and violence in the country.  This means protecting Afghan civilians from regional warlords, illegal armed groups, as well as the Taliban.  
· Implement an effective disarmament programme, and strategy to address the drug trade.
· Develop context-appropriate military strategies for different regions of the country.
· Support the development of civil society institutions, particularly women’s civil society.
· Establish new, and enhance already existing, connections between civil society institutions in Canada with those in Afghanistan. 

· Expedite economic development in order to alleviate the prevalent poverty. 

· Continue to support the professionalization of the Afghan police and army through sustained and long-term training and funding commitments.
In closing we call on Canada and its international partners to take a multi-track approach that includes the promotion of security, economic opportunities, human rights, good governance and community development to build peace and stability in Afghanistan.  We believe that it is in this way that true security, measured by improvements in peoples’ access to healthcare, education, work opportunities and lived- experience of safety can be achieved.

Thank you for your attention to this very important matter.  We look forward to your response and an opportunity to discuss our common concern for the future of Afghanistan. 
Yours truly,
Adeena Niazi 

Executive Director 
� Afghans throughout the country have told Human Rights Watch that they welcome international assistance and view it as absolutely necessary for improving their lives and the lives of their children (HRW, Afghanistan: Security Council Upcoming Mission, letter, November 9, 2006) and view NATO’s role in the International Security Assistance Force as necessary for providing and ensuring their security (HRW, Letter to NATO Secretary General, November 28, 2006)





